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"= ESE words are taken from a denunciation of a "a 
W j notices not only the inflictions that would be poured on © 
chem, but that obſtinacy in fin, through which the nation, refuſing to ä 
1 1 d their oonduct on the firſt corrections which God would ſend, * {= 


ce to. repetition and aggravation of their .* 
ts. And I have choſen them for the ſubje& of my 
you on the preſent very awefull oecaſion, with the view of in- 3 1 
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. Tnar the ſufferings of nations, nny'n more char thoſe of ind Wade, 
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. 4 are not to be aſcribed to blind chance, or irreſiſtible Wal but 


= 1 be referred to the juſtice of God,” is the general leſſon contained in 
—_— the paſſage of ſeripture from whence the text is taken. And to this. 
VV added the Information, „ That if the evils at firſt inflicted produce 
. nat that alteration of conduct to which they were directed, they are 

ec. ſucceeded by athers ſtill more ſevere ; and ſhould, theſe fail. of their 

e due effect, others yet heavier follow them; until experience having 


ech thas: the e. * — they are ( 0 + ma 


= © | their ozm fakes, a3 long as there remain any hopes of amendment; bu 
=—_ | when th indy co defroy hem for th lake of her An 


lai ly wald! in reſpect to 

* 2 ap lo f 0 diſcern. 7 aue « or peng mercy of the appoi in- 
V ment. While by thoſe (thoſe few, alas!) who more deeply meditate 

1 | on the wonders of the Lord, this proviſion, to take out of His kingdom 


all things chat gffend, and them which do iniquity, will be ſeen to be 
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1. HIS Ar of diſcipline, hos execution of HOY is 40 in 
805 fates of nations in almoſt every age, and in thoſe of individuals every 
o and it is our duty, and wall he our wiſdom, now we find the 
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| hind of God fretched'out over curſes; to rake timely warning 
Vom the fs ring of "others, to'avoid that final re op 
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bh The vbvs Bob within the ſhdce of ſix years a © ie | 
portion of this quarter of the earth, containing two nations ſtanding, 
Europe, is become the prey of anarchy and 


high in the political ſcale of Eu 
wo, devaſtation! Are we ſure that the commiſſion of the deſtroying Angel 
extends ho farther? Does the conſciouſneſs of our own innotence, the 
recollection of aur having hitherto behaved as the people of God, en- 


5 courage us to conclude, that juſt at this point the Lord will repent Him 


of the evil, and ſay to him that deſtroyeth the people, “ It is enough, 


8 ſtay. now thine hand? Or are the afflictions of thoſe on whom His 


J Judgements s have already fallen in meaſure fo full, in themſelves no ſe- 


verer than to juſtify our looking on them with careleſſneſs, and daring 


their infliction on ourſelyes? That we may not through a falſe ſecurity as 


to either of thele points, be deceived to our inevitable deſtruction, let us 

nov review, with an eye both to the caſe of ourſelves who are menaced, 
Andi to that of our neighhours h. have ſuffered, the particulars of that 
8 denunciation of judgements oi on a . neon from —_— the 1 text 
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15 HE 1 5 then cd the adde of Iſrael with ſaying, & In the 
ce pride and ſtoutneſs of heart, the bricks are fallen down, but we will 


« build with hewn ſtone ; the ſycamores are cut down, but we will 
« change them into cedars.” And was not that want of humiliation | 
N under the hand of God which ! is herein expreſſed ; that abſence of all 


juſt ſenſe of the calamities from which they had eſcaped ; that moſt 


f * inattention to che greataeſs of the forbearance, the _ 
mable 


8 


9 8 


(woo , 


land, 1 were recovering from that, low. eſtate to Which the war | 
with our reyolted colonies reduced us? Moſt of you may remember that 
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| himſelf, The amendment of ſome p 


hs * 


a 4 $ 5 — 5 1 " ; | * hs a . Ne oF -- 7 * No Va. by 5 * N R xy * 2 F * "hu +4 \ 
— OY * ®- 
A 5 1 ' * ian 2 +3 £ TOR Go : * 1 co , - Wr 
* OEM att 0 Fad by * 7 &" x . * > e A 4 7 1 * 
, | IA 99 „ OR | , 


„ we — 9 among us, ſince the concluſion of that war. 
Hd ſuch a reformation then taken 


1 Nd exhibic —_— of the Ha waſteful and uu Se 3 leß, 

= that the inferior ranks copied with avidity the ſad example. We ſhould 

* WW „„ not in that caſe have had to Treprove the tradeſman with affe 
manners of the prince; with confounding the. natural ſeaſons of . 

Jour and of reſt ; and with detracti 

hours which were 
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mot the mechanic and the huſband- 
man with — that ſimplicity of dreſs and of diet, from which 
their fathers, far from being aſhamed of it, would have deemed it re- 
prehenſible to depart; and exchanging the cheap produce of their own 
flocks, and their own fields, for expenſive garments and coftly wines | 
purchaſed in foreign lands. We ſhould not then have had to lament, 
chat impiety, profanenefs, and infidelity, inftead of being confined to a 
few whoſe proſperity has been” their ruin, whoſe riches have betrayed. 
them into proſſigacy, have ſpread even to the loweſt ranks ; and the 
ſervant and the labourer, whoſe narrow circumſtances and daily neceſ- 
ſities are ſo well calculated to preſerve in them a conſtant ſenſe of their 
utter dependence on the mercies of providence ; the inferiority of 
whoſe ſituation here-might incite them to earneſtneſs in ſecuring 
for themſelves a better ſituation hereafter, pay as little attention to the 
laws, ſhew as little regard to the outward obſervances, nay, manifeſt a 
more marked negle& of the moſt facred rite of chriſtianity, than the 
generality of thoſe above'them. Nor could thefe words of the prophet 
be applied (as they now moſt juſtly may) to ourſelves; The people 
ce turneth not unto Him that ſmiteth them, neither do they ſeek the 
Lord of Hoſts,” But ſince they may be thus applied, have we not 
| cauſe to fear, that (as he too proceeds) . Therefore the Lord wul cut 
$ Annan, e 


5 W be "_ fully the fame Shae: tend; in a WY 

£2 benen nation. There the ancient and the honourable have fallen un- 

der the axe; nor have the prophets that taught lies eſcaped the fame 
doom. Neither the fatherleſs nor the widow has there found mercy; 

nor hath the diſtreſs of all the inhabitants of the land prevailed to turn 

* the anger of the Lord. They choſe the paths of n. 
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1 1 
Aare who have openly avowed theif intenid6n wiki y to de. 
0 us, form not only an armed, but a moſt numerous bet. The 
whole extent of coaſt —— to our land they have already ſubjugated, 
and thereby gained additional means of executing their long menaced 
purpoſe ofatracking us on our own ſhores. At home, we have the higheſt | ; 


authority for ſaying, that we are not without thoſe who would ſecond 
cheir hoſtile attempts. While from conſpiring cauſes we have Lek 


a” * 


ground for apprehending a e fre of WO the mole res 
1 i grey teen e r e ce FA 


| Ives iy the loud char ene over us 7 v Sach are the . ; 
vw wen are # ſurrounded! And n now aar, What © are our deſerts? * 


Nu ARLY this time e laſt year - the . nation was aſſerabled, as at pre. | 
ſent, declaring, that they had been taught by the judgements of God, 
do feel and lament their ſinfulneſs, in having ungratefully forſaken Him, 
« the fountain of all true happineſs, and ſought for it in their own vain 

cc and fooliſh imaginations : and beſeeching Him to ſtrengthen and con- 
ce firm their reſolutions of amendment. In what then, has the ſince- 
tity of theſe reſolutions ſince appeared? Have we in our practice, 
manifeſted the willingneſs, which we then profeſſed, to put away all 
 _  ungodlineſs and ſinful luſts, and hold faſt the profeſſion of our faith, in 
purity of heart and mind? Have we endeavoured to preſerve, as we 
pfrayed we might, a conſtant ſenſe of His preſence, and of our depend. 
ence on Him, that we might not yield again to thoſe evil paſſions and 
deſires, which brought down His judgements upon us? If indifference 
in religion be as openly profeſſed as before; if licentiouſneſs and wir 
in all their various ſhapes as boldly ſtalk abroad; if by ſwearing, and 
ing, and killing, and ſtealing, and committing adultery, the inkabitanes 


1 B. 


£14 
, . [4 
8 b 


r 


e 


— 


E 


. Sides ne ebe te meer him ?” Bur then it wilt be too 
late: for while ye are making thoſe preparations, on which ye ſhould 
no be employed, the door will be ſhut ; and when ye call, faying, 
«-Lord,” Lord, open to us, ye will receive Wee e than 
* em nme l 


Fernen i th en fufferings of the won wel Sins indi- | 
_ cating the near approach of that day; but the conſequences of that 
_ controverſy which the Lord hath with the nations for their diſobedience 
to His Goſpel. Would ye then fave yourſelves from theſe evil days? 
Nothing can avail-to your deliverance, but becoming diſciples and 
| prattiſers of that Goſpel. Read it but with an heart honeſtly inclined 


do learn and to obey, and ye will find in it far other leſſons than thoſe 


| which have reduced us to our preſent diſtreſſed ſituation.” Ve will find 
| that we are there'admoniſhed both to acquaint ourſelves with God, and 
do walk with Him; to attend to the proofs He gives of His over-ruling _ 
power and: conſtant providence ;' and to look up to Him as our Pro- 
| rector, our Supporter, our Guardian, and our Judge; by whoſe good 
pleaſure all things in Heaven and earth are ordered, and whoſe diſpen - 
fations irreſiſtibly tend co the final deſtruction of. the wicked, and the 
everlaſting happineſs of the righteous : That far from our behavior 
being indifferent in His ſight, (as the profligate profanely talk) He will | 
not only bring into judgement all our works, whether they be good or 
whether they be evil, and call us to account for every idle word we ut- 
ter; but that He ſearches the heart and the reins, examining into the 
| purity of our thoughts, the uprightneſs of our purpoſes, and the fince- | 
rity of our intentions; having the falſe and the unclean in abomin: 
reſiſting the proud, and humbling the ſelf-willed ; burſhoning En 
. GOES the meek andrhe lowly: That with Him there | 
i . | 9 
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un "FAY of EFT Fo that high e nc W 
| | receive from Him the ſame meaſure which they have meted withal ta 
S thers; and that this leſſon is preſſed on the attention not only of the 
pPoperful and che wealthy, but of. the mean man and the needy : A truth 
now particularly calling for our obſervation, when fo many attempts 
are made to excite the lower ranks to ay the privileges of thoſe who . 
are higher, and W eee * oſs: who are A chan 
oy theirſelves. e | | 
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10 any . plain, © Twov $HALT vor covrr, is 
a lav eaſy to be underſtood. Vet whence ſpring the broils that fo 
grievouſiy diſturb the tranquillity of our eountry, but from want of 
-obedicnce to this precept? Are we not by this forbidden even to with 
£0. ſupplant others in the emoluments which they paſſeſs, or the 
ſtations which they enjoy? Or, from what ariſes that ſatisfaction 
avith which ſo many of the lower ranks lien - to the impious . 
and deſtructive doctrines of equality, but from a readineſs to 
tranſgreſs this law ? Conſider, ye ho have at any time been led to 
think favourably of levelling the diſtinctions, and making a new = 
tribution of the poſſeſſions of the country, was it not in truth, the 
| hope of gaining ſomething by the change, that rendered the Propoſal 
4 Pleaſant to you? And does not this ſomething that you hoped to gain, 
at proſent belong to another? Could then your wiſh as to this poſſeſ- 
ſion of your neighbour's, be any thing leſs than a direct tranſgreſſion 
ol the Divine Command, Thou ſhalt not covert any thing that 
1H js his?” And if ſuch tranſgreſſions prevail among the lower, while 
others reign among the higher ranks of the kingdom, can we wonder, pe 
that © the anger of the Lord is not turned away, but His hand is 
1 Kretched out fil? ? on, umme we hope they. Wee: 


, with 


5 13 1 
"hd more * puniſhment among the inhabitants of «adm 


mend their own ſituation by plundering their. rich neighbours, now 
mn that fell from their tables? 


Rwy ne 8 lately made. by the Auen part ot 
this nation for the relief of the indigent, afford to the poor a moſt no- 
ble example of the performance of a duty belonging to the ſtation of 
| thoſe who diſcharged it: and if they will let this provoke them to the 

practice of the duties incumbent on themſelves; and if the higher 
claſſes, on the other hand, encouraged by the pleaſure. reſulting from 
one good work, will take reſolution to enter alſo on others, the aſſem- _ 

blies of this day will not deſerve (what under the contrary circum» 
| ftancesthey muſt merit) to be branded with the epithet of hypocritical; | 

nor need we deſpair of receiving from the mercy. of our God, that 


return to our petitions, which will deliver us out of our diſtreſs. To 


the people of Iſrael it was ſaid, « Waſh you, make you clean; Y 
« put away the evil of your doings from before mine eyes; ceaſe to 


« do evil; learn to do well; ſeek judgement; relieve the oppreſſed F 
4 judge the fatherleſs ; plead for the widow. Come now, and let us 
4 reaſon together, faith the Lord: Though your fins be as ſcarlet, they 
« ſhall be as white as ſnow ; though they be red like crimfon, they 
«. ſhall be as wool. If ye be willing and obedient, ye ſhall eat the 
good of the land. Bur if ye refuſe, and rebel, ye ſhall be deyoured | 
c by the-ſword ; for the mouth of the Lord hath ſpoken | it.“ And is 
not the ſame ſcripture this day applicable to ourſelves p.. Havin gap- 
plied to Him, to whom all hearts are open, from whom no ſecrets are 
hid, and againſt whom there is. neither, wiſdom, nor counſel, nor un- 
bes having come hither mi an of contrition, with 


"he 


| better. inſtrukted, than. they have in that, where thoſe who thought h 
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| tain, howey er, 
the undergoing of every ching diſgu 


all what they have ſuffered in this world, *« His 


"Lock N [nvolted, and to che bleſſings to be obtained: 
On the former 1 have tranſien | and moſt lightly touched ; they con- 


a” 


and valuable in this world, 
, painfull, and afflicting: the 
latter (which by the ſure mercy of God ye may ſecure, if ye will bur 
humble yourſelves under His mighty hand, and fincerely practiſe His 
Commandments) conſiſt of plenty, victory, and peace here and 
hereafter. While the impenitent ſinners ſhall find, that death is no 
the exc ents of God, but that for 
* 3 but His hand is ſtretched out ſtill;“ the faithfull diſciples of 
pel will experience, that all his promiſes in Chriſt are yea, and 
attien, and that their light affliction, which was but for a moment, hath 
_ wrought for them a far more g and eternal weight of 
op. „ 


Axp, may God Almighty now open your underſtandings, and ſoften 
hearts, that ye may ſee the things which belong unto your peace, 

ere they be hidden from your eyes; that inſtead of 
reſort hither this day a mere empty ceremony, or rather an impiou 
2 it 2 r to the actual commencement dos _—_— 


kenneſs, not in chambering 


W 


and wantonneſs, not in 


do call to the mountains to fall on you, and to the 
may be found among thoſe who love His appearance! 
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